TOWN OF GILA BEND

Ma y 2 0 18

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
Mayor’s Message
As we gather this Memorial Day, a day reserved to
honor those brave women and men who have given
their last full measure of devotion in protection of our
precious freedoms, I cannot help but think about the
terrible violence we have seen this year.
But in these moments of grief and sadness that we
must remember those brave souls who go to work
each day in defense of our country and our way of life.
In its own way, Memorial Day is a reminder that
everything we hold dear is only possible because men
and women we remember and honor.
Over 100 years ago, Americans gathered to
commemorate Memorial Day just like we will this
month. Our soldiers were headed to foreign lands to
protect and defend human dignity of strangers.
President Woodrow Wilson said these words to the
nation, “My friends, the real fruition of life is to do
something we have wished to do. There are times
when the world seems empty and only action seems
great. Such a time has come, and in the providence
of God, America will once more have an opportunity
to show the world that she was born to serve
mankind.”
It is my hope that we can
take the memories of
those who have fallen in
service to our country and
channel them into action
today.

Mark Your Calendar
5/04 - Cinco de Mayo Celebration
10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. - 9/11 Park
5/08 - Town Council Meeting
6:00 pm- Media Center
5/22 - Town Council Meeting
6:00 pm- Media Center
5/28 – Town Offices will be CLOSED in celebration
of Memorial Day
5/28 – Memorial Day Tribute
8:00 a.m. - Pioneer Cemetery
5/28 – Fishing Derby at Bender’s Pond








Like us on Facebook
Like to Town of Gila Bend Page and
stay up-to-date on the latest happenings.
https://www.facebook.com/GilaBendAZ/

Explore Gila Bend

There are still unanswered challenges in our world
today, from preventing unnecessary violence to
preserving our planet from the dangers of climate
change.



Tour the Gila Bend Visitor’s Center and Museum



Sit and reflect at the 9/11 Memorial Park



Hike and camp at the Painted Rock Petroglyph

On this Memorial Day, it is time for our nation to show
once more that we were born to serve humanity and
lead the way to a more peaceful and more sustainable
future.



Explore the Sonoran Desert National Monument



Walk the Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic



Take in the views from the Gillespie Dam Bridge

Thank you,



Try your hand at shooting in the public Shooting

Site

Trail

Range
Mayor Tommy L. Sikes

Desert Dangers

Gila Bend Housing Symposium

The allure of the side-open skies has beckoned

Tired of renting? Come and discover opportunities to

people to the southwestern United States from all

own your own home. Over 40 program opportunities at

over the world. With such a growing population, some

ALL income levels including: home loans, home/business

of the newcomers might not be familiar with the

repair, and affordable rentals! Join us on Wednesday, May

dangers that lurk in our beautiful desert.

16th, 2018 from 4:00p.m. - 6:00p.m. at the Media Center -

Bees: It’s unmistakable – the low hum
that warns you a floating mini fighter
squadron is nearby. If you come across an active hive,
ensure everyone is a safe distance away from the
hive, or in a secure location where they will not be
stung. Call 9-1-1 when bees are actively attacking or
call a professional bee service for removal.
Scorpions: Scorpions are an iconic desert
pest. Most scorpions leave a sting mark at the
sting site that is very painful. Typically, scorpion stings
can be handled at an urgent care or home. If you
experience any shortness of breath, chest pain, or
altered mental state due to the sting, call 9-1-1.

Gila Bend School District located at 308 N Martin Avenue.
Special Guests include:
USDA Rural Development- Single Family Housing:
Direct Home Loan | Repair Loans & Grants
The USDA Rural Home Loans is a program that assists low
income applicants purchase a home by providing
payment assistance increasing an applicant’s repayment
ability. The Direct Program typically covers the down
payment entirely and can have an interest rate as low as
1% (4.625% Average). There are additional programs to
assist in home and business repair.
Maricopa County IDA- Home in Five Advantage (Down
Payment Assistance)
Home in Five assists home buyers making less than

Snakes: If you come across a snake, keep

$89,000 a year and buying houses below $300,000. The

a safe distance away since snakes have been

Home in Five Advantage assists with down payment and

known to strike between one third and one half of

closing costs, plus a loan with a competitive interest rate.

their body length. But if you or someone near you is

An estimated 8% of existing homes in Gila Bend have

bitten, do your best to remain level headed so you can

taken advantage of this program.

call 9-1-1 for help and keep the victim calm. Apply
pressure around the entire length of the bitten
extremity.

Be Active in Your Community

Heat: Yeah, we know: It’s a dry heat. No
matter how many times you hear it, that
joke is never funny and neither is heat exhaustion and
heat stroke. With an average afternoon humidity level
of less than 25%, the air in Gila Bend is dry. Stay
hydrated and be sure to take in water before
performing outdoor activities. Signs of heat exposure
and heat exhaustion can include excessive cramping,
vomiting, and altered mental status. Without early
recognition and treatment, heat exhaustion could
progress to heat stroke, a life-threatening condition.

Volunteer opportunities are available in nearly every
department and service provided by the Town.
Serve on a board or commission, the Community Center
or Museum and have a role in shaping the Town’s future.
Vacancies and application details are available at Town
Hall, located at 644 West Pima Street.

644 West Pima Street + Gila Bend, AZ 85337 + Town Hall 928-683-2255 + FAX 928-683-6430 + TDD 800-367-8939

